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Take five for fun

SOMETIMES you can only wonder how bands get named. Take this
new quintet performing at Groovejunction in Desa Sri Hartamas on
Thursday nights. Their name? Five and Dime. ERROL DE CRUZ writes.

ive and Dime? It's
F.-\morican expression,

for a store where
everything costs either five
cents (a nickel) or 10 cents
(a dime), probably started
by Woolworths, which began
in 1878 in Watertown, New
York.

In other words, “five and
dime” is about cheap things.
But believe you me there’s
nothing cheap about the
quintet that entertains at
Jose Thomas's new club.

The five are bandleader
Rik Omar on drums, Jimie
Loh (bass guitar), Vishnu
(keyboards and acoustic
guitar), Nazaruddin
(keyboards) and vocalist
Vijay David.

Jimie and Din both play
with David Arumugam’s
Alleycats, Vishnu is part of
the trio SWV (winners of the
CentreStage compelition),
Vijay David won the Top of
the Pubs contest some years
ago, and Rik ...well, he's

been around forever.

Going by that kind of
collective experience, there’s
a lot of musical wealth in
the group. Repertoire-wise,
however, this group is much
like the five and dime stores
of yore, well-known for their
variety.

Two members of lhr
quintet are lead vocalists in
their own right. Vijay David,
formerly with Badar and
Sirimal Albert, fronts Big
Game at the moment, and
Vishnu is a lead vocalist in

Thanks to this, you'll find
Five and Dime's repertoire
much to your liking because
the singers cover a lot
of ground, with eclectic
sets that include numbers
from the Eagles, Bad
Company, Elton John, Queen,
Commodores, Dobie Gray,
Journey and more.

and The Tuxedo performs
on Tuesdays, Cheong Goes
Brazilian on Wednesdays,
Five and Dime does
Thursdays, jazz groups play
on Fridays, alternative and
acoustic bands take centre
stage on Saturdays and jazz
jams take over on Sundays.

The kitchen serves
Korean, Western and fusion
meals.

GrooveJunction is located
at 1-1 Jin 22A/70A, Desa Sri
Hartamas, Kuala Lumpur.
For more information, call
03-6201-8990.

If on the other hand hard
core jazz is more 1o your
taste, try No Black Tie on
Jalan Mesui, Kuala Lumpur.
The fun starts today an(r
plays through Monday night.

Pianist Michael Veerapen,
one of Malaysia’s loremost
musicians with a career
spanning over 25 years

The enter
GrooveJunction thr uugh the
week is also eclectic. Billy

encompassing every aspect
of music, starts a three-day
gig here, at 10pm tonight,

with Singaporean Louis
Soliano on drums and
vocals and Wan Azfarezal on
double bass.

Michael's name is
synonymous with jazz and
he enjoys the reputation of
being one of the finest jazz
pianists in the region. He
has worked with the best
names in the industry as a
performer, musical director,
composer, music producer
and arranger.

Showtime is at 10pm.
Entrance is at RM30

per head.

On Monday night at the
same venue, you'll find a
special treat in the form of
Java Five, comprising four
vocalists and a guitarist,
namely Stephan Eisenman,
Konrad Zeiner, Thomas
Piontek, Michael Eimann
and Bert-Morten Arnicke.

These five well-dressed
;‘Dung men celebrate the
heritage of swing music
of the 1930s and 40s with
dedication, a fine sense
of humour and adorable
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charm. The group serves up
swinging songs interspersed
with sentimental
reminiscences, cheerful
repartee and dry wit.

This concert on Monday
starts at 8.30pm with a
cover charge of RM40 per
head. There will also be
a workshop for a capella
artistes at 3-6pm on Sunday.
Admission for this is at
RM20 per head.

For reservations, call 03-
2142-3737 (after 5pm) or
email noblacktie@gmail.com.




