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Platform for
talents:
Cheong plays
the Bossa Mova
at Groove
Junction on
Tuesdays and
sometimes Jose
Thomas
{(wearing hat)
accompanies
him on the
Brazilian
repertoires.

music a delightful mix

Desa Sri Hartamas outlet offers L-I-V-E experience
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e, LUES is to jazz what yeast is to bread,

o without it, it's flat - so goes the saying of
Sae jazz pranist Carmen Mcrae that is
imprinted on the serving placemats at the
tables of Groove Junction.

That quote is among the many jazz heavy-
weights' sayings that decorated the tables of
the music bistro.

With portraits of influential musicians
hanging on the walls, it is hard to miss the
fact that the bistro is heavily intertwined
with the rhythms of music as well as the
flavours of food.

Incepted by renowned guitarist Jose Tho-
mas who fronts the music edge while his
Korean chef wife Ellena Thomas Kwak holds
the throne in the kitchen, Groove Junction is
all about the L-I-V-E experience.

“We wanted to create the L-I-V-E experi-
ence which is all about live music, good food
and a great ambience. With this, eventually
we hope that it will lead people to look at
entertainment and food in a new way,”
Thomas said.

Initially as a jazz-only venue, Thomas
realised that he could not leave out talented
musicians of other genres who are in need of
a place to perform.

“One more outlet means one more place to
play for the talents. It's also a good move to
help prep up the performing industry.”

The venue's doors opened on March 15
and the response has been tremendous from
both musicians as well as food and music
lovers. Many musicians, including Sharizan
Borhan, Juwita Suwito, Mia Palencia, Reza
Salleh, Jaclyn Victor, Rachel Guerzo, and
Steve Thornton, have warmed the stage.

Designing a restaurant that also serves as a
stage was no easy task as Thomas and his
team tried to bring out the best of both
worlds.

“The design of the place has a lot to do with
sound acoustics so there's the use of glass
panels, leather seats and wooden floors.”
Thomas said.

Kwak had always envisioned a place where
her husband can hang around as she dishes
out her famous courses in the kitchen - and
the Groove Junction was the dream-come-
true for her.

With a five-year experience in a small cafe
in Riana Green, opening the current bistro was
like taking 10 steps forward for the loving cou-
ple. Bringing the element of music and food
together, all the dishes on the menu are
named after legendary jazz musicians.

The couple did their research on the
personalities of the musicians and tried to pair
the food with their likings.

As a result, names like Chucho Valdez and
Ellington peppers are on the menu.

Among some of the more popu-
lar dishes are Billy Holiday -
pan fried fish with creamy
mint sauce, Sonny Rollins
- pan fried chicken rolls

in orange sauce and Ellena’s Lamb Steak which
is named after Kwak.

“The lamb steak is my wife's specialty that
many diners come here for. It's definitely a
must try,” Thomas said.

“We have a small repertoire of food and we
take pride in maintaining consistent quality.
There is also a small selection of Korean dish-
es including Arirang which has been doing
very well.”

The bistro also positioned itself in the cosy
location of Desa Sri Hartamas as most music
venues are densely located in the heart of the
city.

“There is a big expatriate community here
who loves good music and food and we
thought it was great to fill in the demand gap
here. It is also convenient for music
lovers from all over Klang Valley
because we are in the middle of
many suburbs,” Thomas said.
Groove Junction currently has a
weekly rotation of themed music
nights where Tuesdays are Bossa Nova
nights, Wednesdays are for the Acoustic
Series, Thursdays see a mix of jazz, funk,
fusion and pop, Fridays and Saturdays are jazz
nights while Sundays are open jazz jam nights.
Thomas's band Groove Unction {without the ]}
plays on Thursdays.

“At the end of the day, all we want is to
spread the warmth for people to feel cosy
while enjoying music and food and leaving
here with the complete live experience,”
Thomas said. :

For special offers and to check out the per-
formance schedules, visit www.groove-junc-
tionkl.com

m GROOVE JUNCTION, 1-1, Jalan 22A[70A,
Desa 5ri Hartamas, 50480, Kuala Lumpur.
(Tel: 03-6201 8990. Diners are encouraged
to make reservations) Business Hours: Daily,
6pm to 2am. Closed on Mondays. Bistro will
begin lunch hours in August.

Dedicated and talented:
Kwak is a picture of poise as
she delicately puts on the
finishing touches to a dish.



